
Saturday, April 26th at 11:30 am
BGAV Chapel 2828 Emerywood Pkwy.

 All Board, Committee, and Support Team
members  are invited as well as all Ministry
Center monthly volunteers, WMU Mission
Leaders, and other key Center volunteers. 

RSVP office@rbaonline.org

804-329-1701 www.richmondbaptist.org

RIVER CITY FAITH NETWORK 

TRANSFORMED
May 2025

Working together until Metro Richmond is 

    Connecting our Light
 

As the RCFN commits to working together to transform Richmond, we want to spend intentional effort in reconnecting our
churches with one another to collaborate and to imagine a collective effort of the RCFN based on Isaiah 58:9-12

           Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.
           “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if

            you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your 
           light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. The Lord will guide you      

           always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations;
 you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls; Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.

As part of our Annual Meeting last Fall, we broke into conversation groups guided by staff and local practitioners 
to identify some ideas for collaboration among our RCFN churches.  

Our Associational Week of Prayer and Mission Offering this year will be used to develop connection events for 
engaging our churches in addressing the needs for housing, food security, mental health, 

generational needs, and welcoming the stranger among us.

OPPORTUNITIES MAY INCLUDE:

HOUSING   
Build a Bed Workshop; Habitat for Humanity Faith Build;  Laundry & Bedding Baskets

MENTAL HEALTH  
Mental Health First Aid Training Event

COMMUNITY GARDENS & FOOD PANTRIES 
Sharing Resources and Ideas; Gardening and Food Pantry workshops 

GENERATIONAL NEEDS  
Senior Adult Fellowship Events & Workshops; Youth and Young Adult Collaboratives

WELCOMING THE STRANGER 
Immigration and Advocacy dialog; Spanish as a Second Language classes

Prayer Guides and Calendar of Events will be available soon!

If you would like to serve on a planning team for one of these events, please contact us at office@rbaonline.org

Connecting our Light 
Week of Prayer for

Associational Missions
May 18-24, 2025

Offering Goal:  $25,000

.

http://www.richmondbaptist.org/
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3rd Annual 
Spring into Camp Family Reunion

 Sunday, May 18th at Three Lakes Park

 

We would love to partner with your church or Sunday
School class to assist in hosting this event for camper

families.
You can help by providing food, 

games, and craft activities.

Contact SaraAnne Burgess, the Camper & Family Liaison, at
saburgess@alkulana.org or call 804-329-1701 ext 112

804-329-1701 www.richmondbaptist.org

Summer Camp Kitchen
Volunteers Needed

Love kids? Love to cook? 
Want to spend a week at camp this summer?

Join us for a session or two preparing meals for our
campers!

     Contact Beth Wright, Camp Director,
     at  bwright@alkulana.org or 
     call 804-329-1701 ext 114

CHURCH HILL CHRISTIAN WELLNESS CENTER
Rev. Glinda Ford, Director 804.329.1701 ext 104

Join us for Bible Study and Lunch on Fridays!
 Our group enjoys lively conversation and fellowship as we
dig into God’s word. We conclude our time together with

lunch. 

If you would like to prepare or sponsor a lunch, 
please contact Glinda.

OREGON HILL BAPTIST CENTER
Rev. Jennifer Turner, Director 804.329.1701 ext103

  Special Needs for Spring & Summer
         

 Men’s Gently Used Clothing ONLY    
 Underwear (New or Like New - washed, unstained, no tears)

 Athletic Shoes
Jeans

Athletic Shorts and Athletic Long Pants

 Snack Bags for the Unhoused
 Bug Repellant Bracelets

 Bottled Water
 Baseball Hats

SOUTH RICHMOND BAPTIST CENTER
Rev. Wesley Garrett, Director 804.404.2402

We are in need of the following food pantry items:
Kroger reusable grocery bags are the size we need 

and only cost 99 cents apiece.

SRBC is also seeking various women’s shawls for
donation.

The furniture ministry is in need of:
 Refrigerators, beds, couches, sofas, hideaway beds, 

coffee tables and more.

MINISTRY CENTERS 
Working together until Metro Richmond is ...TRANSFORMED
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Full Hearts & Freedom

Sometimes, when the world feels too loud or too fast, I let my mind drift back to
those sun-drenched days of Camp Alkulana. It’s almost like a film reel flickering
in the back of my mind warm, grainy, and golden with time. 

I can still feel the soft crunch of gravel beneath my sandals as I walked the worn
paths between cabins, can still hear the low murmur of laughter, and the
constant hum of cicadas. But it was the campfire nights that I miss the most!
Those sacred evenings under a sky full of stars, with flames dancing high and
warm light flickering across the faces of friends who felt more like family. We
sang with full hearts, but nothing touched my soul like the moment we’d join
voices in “Sanctuary”. The night quieted around us, and all that remained
was the feeling of being held in something greater. 

And oh, the swimming hole. If I close my eyes, I’m there again. The cold
splash that stole the breath from your lungs. That place was more than
water it was joy. It was freedom. 

Before meals, the familiar chant would echo across the camp, rising like a
ritual call. That sing-song rhythm before lunch always made my heart lift, like I
belonged to something. Even now, I can still hum the tune, feel the flutter of
anticipation as we sat around tables with full hearts.

I remember the smell of the cave cool, earthy, a little wild. It was the scent of
adventure. And the rope from the rappelling tower rough against my palms,
solid and steady. I can still feel the pulse of courage in my chest the moment I
leaned back and trusted it would hold. That feeling, that mix of fear and triumph
stays with you. 

But the moment that always returns to me, quietly and unexpectedly, is the one
when I was handed a kindness coin. Small and simple, yet so heavy with
meaning. I remember the pride that bloomed in my chest, the way it made me
stand a little taller, the way it told me I mattered. That what I gave to others was
seen. I still use this experience to this day in my leadership and career. 
So many things fade with time. But not those days. Not those memories.

Jamie Durden, Camp Alumna

Please keep our Camp staff, counselors, 
volunteers and campers in your prayers
 this summer!

Working together until Metro Richmond is ...TRANSFORMED

804-329-1701 www.richmondbaptist.org

http://www.richmondbaptist.org/


  NON-PROFIT ORG.
  U.S. POSTAGE PAID
  RICHMOND, VA.
  Permit No. 3022

River City Faith Network
Richmond Baptist Association

2828 Emerywood Parkway
Richmond, VA 23294

804-329-1701
office@rbaonline.org

www.richmondbaptist.org
 

Electronic Service Requested

 
Working together until 
Metro Richmond is...

TRANSFORMED
MAY 2025

 

804-329-1701 www.richmondbaptist.org

MAY 2025
DATES TO REMEMBER

 May   6           Staff Meeting
 May   9           Oregon Hill Movie Night
 May   18-24   Associational Week of Prayer
 May   13         Camp Support Team Mtg
 May   13         Oregon Hill Support Team Mtg 
 May   17         Camp Cleanup Day #1
 May   18         Spring into Camp Family Picnic
 May   20         RCFN Board Meeting
 May   23         Oregon Hill Movie Night
 May   26         Memorial Day Offices Closed
 May   31         Camp Cleanup Day #2
 
                            SAVE THE DATES
  Aug 15-16     Richmond Raceway Ministry

Congratulations 

Pine Street Baptist Church will celebrate their 
170  Anniversary on Sunday, May 4th.th

Activities include 11am Worship Service, Historic Display
and Fellowship Lunch

Church Employment Opportunities
Branch’s BC - Parttime Office/Worship Assistant
Carlisle Avenue BC -   Parttime Music Minister

First Baptist -  Director of  Stewardship & Development
Gravel Hill BC - Bi-Vocational Pastor

Please visit richmondbaptist.org for more information
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