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From late October to New Year’s Day, many people go above and
beyond in showing others kindness. They experience kindness from
others and pass it on to others. You see it in something as simple as
one person holding open a door for another person.
I think that the spirit of the holiday season as the main reason many
seem more considerate of others. However, I find it unsettling to think
of this kindness as different. I wish showing kindness to others was a
normal everyday thing to do.
Acts of kindness are excellent ways to give H.O.P.E.—Help Other
People Everyday. H.O.P.E. is an everyday thing at the The Well
(Church Hill Christian Wellness Center). The ministry of The Well gives
H.O.P.E. by helping other people every day.
Helping other people every day does not look the same every day.
The needs and the people may differ, but every day we try to meet
some of their needs through our ministry at The Well.
Most of the time the H.O.P.E. we give meets someone’s obvious
need. In Matthew 25:31-40 Jesus tells a parable that describes some
of the obvious needs we try to meet. It lists hunger and thirst, clothes,
and companionship.
The parable tells of the Son of Man, the King who took His throne.
The King welcomed people who fed the hungry and gave the thirsty
something to drink, people who provided clothing to persons in need,
and people who visited the imprisoned. The King said they had met His
needs. Those the King welcomed asked when they had met the King’s
needs. The King said, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me” (v. 40).
When we help other people every day, we give H.O.P.E. and we
show our esteem for the King as we show our esteem for every brother
and sister of the King that we help. That encourages me even more to
give H.O.P.E.
(Continued on page 2)

1

RCFN Open House
January 30, 2022 2:30-4 pm
2828 Emerywood Parkway

MINISTRY OF THE WEEK
January 2022
1/2– Stockton Memorial
1/9–Swift Creek
1/16– Tabernacle
1/23– Westover
1/30– Woodland Heights

Lord, may
your Kingdom come
in metropolitan Richmond
as it is in Heaven.
Help us be a part
of Its coming;
help us minister
to others in Your Spirit,
and help us accept
Your ministry for ourselves.
We ask this
in the Name of Jesus. Amen.

(Continued from Page 1)

I lead a Bible study at The Well. (I think it may be the
best Bible study in the country.) A woman who had a need
We can see some obvious needs. We can also learn
came to the center and found some H.O.P.E. Now she
about some less obvious needs we might help meet as we regularly comes to the Bible study.
offer H.O.P.E. For example, we may not see their financial
The woman who found H.O.P.E. noticed a homeless
needs, but many people need financial assistance. We can man, someone she sees a lot during her comings and
offer H.O.P.E. through helping them bridge a financial gap. goings. One day she gave him some H.O.P.E. when she
There are other ways to give H.O.P.E. Can you find
took the time to hear his story. Then she felt led to help
the time to give someone H.O.P.E.? Sometimes sharing
him in another way. The woman came to ask me what help
your time can help meet another’s need. If you share your The Well might have that she could share with him in need.
time, you offer companionship. You can share your
In our clothes closet she found almost everything he
knowledge. You can share another’s burdens and lighten
needed (e.g., coat, winter clothes, hat, gloves, socks,
the load they bear. Maybe you can fix something that is
underwear, toiletries, and blankets). A woman who found
broken or help someone up from a fall. Can you think of
H.O.P.E. at The Well gave H.O.P.E. to someone else.
someone you can give H.O.P.E. today? Can you think of
Most people think H.O.P.E. is a noun, it names
some way you can give someone H.O.P.E. today?
something. At The Well we think H.O.P.E. is a verb, it does
H.O.P.E. knocks down the walls of despair by helping
something. I say H.O.P.E. is God’s love in action.
others see differently. Instead of something impossible,
When the Apostle Paul left the Christians in Ephesus
maybe they see what is possible. The H.O.P.E. you give
for the last time, he told them, “In everything I did, I showed
may help another see the promise of something better.
you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
H.O.P.E. could mean working with someone too weak remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is
take advantage of an opportunity or too uncertain to take a more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Acts 20:35). I
step toward their dreams. Maybe the H.O.P.E. you give
wonder what the world would look like if we all shared
encourages them to operate within their circumstances
H.O.P.E.—and made it an everyday thing.
while pressing for something better. H.O.P.E. does things
—Glinda Ford
that help build a community and make it stronger.

Registration opens on February 14
Visit www.alkulana.org for more information
about summer camp opportunities in 2022
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Beginnings and Endings
Looking back on 2021, our RCFN team reflected on the
beginnings and endings we shared this past year. At the
beginning of December 2020 our Christmas stores looked
different but they worked well. As Mike Robinson retired,
Steve Allsbrook and Jo Ellen Schneider joined the team.
We expected things to develop “a new normal.” Soon we
learned we would close the doors at Moss Side Avenue
and transition to a new home base for our network.
2021 brought many changes, large and small. RCFN’s
commitment to our churches, ministries, and community did
not change. Campers returned to Alkulana. We witnessed
a successful Back-to-School Celebration. We celebrated
70 years of ministry at our Annual Meeting. Churches
contributed food and gift cards that blessed many families
with Thanksgiving food bags along with gift cards to local
grocery stores.
The Centers hosted Christmas Stores with great
anticipation and fulfillment. This year RCFN churches
blessed over 350 children in our area. The excitement was
infectious, and many churches continued to approach the
center directors about ways to help. What a truly amazing
way to end 2021 with our RCFN family opening their hearts
and hands to our community!

As we begin 2022 we hope such optimism and purpose
continues. On January 30 we will hold a dedication service
and open house at RCFN’s new offices on Emerywood
Parkway. Our timing is a little behind, and we did not get to
celebrate the good things about Moss Side Avenue before
we moved. Yet, as we enter this new year with its new
opportunities, we invite all our RCFN family to come and
dedicate these new spaces for what God will do in us as
we work together. Please join us to celebrate the journey
we have shared and will share.
“When one door closes, another door opens” felt like
our motto in 2021. Thank you for opening your doors and
coming back to your faith families. Thank you for opening
your hearts and hands to the ministries of the RCFN. We
look forward to what lies ahead in 2022 for Camp Alkulana
and our community mission centers in Church Hill, Oregon
Hill, and South Richmond.
Please pray for all of our RCFN family. We serve
Christ beside each other, living yet-to-be-written chapters in
Acts, serving Christ beside each other. Let us keep on
working together until Metro Richmond is transformed!
—Jo Ellen Schneider and Steve Allsbrook
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RCFN Calendar Highlights
www.RichmondBaptist.org for the latest updates
January 2022
1/11/22–CAST Meeting
1/17/22–Martin Luther King, Jr. Day–Closed
1/18/22–OHST Meeting
1/20/22–Document Review Group
1/25/22–RCFN Board Meeting
1/30/22–RCFN Open House
February 2022
2/8/22–CAST Meeting
2/14/22–Camper Registration Opens
March 2022
3/8/22–CAST Meeting
3/17/22–Document Review Group
3/22/22– RCFN Board Meeting

4

