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Noteworthy Dates 
 

RCFN Office Closed 

January 2nd and 16th, 2023 
 

Community Conversations 

January 19, 2023 

Room 265 RCFN 
 

RCFN Board Meeting 

January 24, 2023  

3:30 pm RCFN Offices 
 

OHBC Support  Team 

January 24, 2023  
  

SRBC Support Team 

January 28, 2023 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WEEK 

January 2023 

1/1– Tabernacle Baptist 

1/8–Westover Baptist 

1/15– Woodland Heights 

1/22– RCFN WMU 

1/29– Camp Alkulana 
 

Lord, may your Kingdom 

come in metropolitan 

Richmond as it is in Heaven. 

Help us be a part of Its 

coming; help us minister  

to others in Your Spirit,  

and help us accept  

Your ministry for ourselves.   

We ask this in the Name of 

Jesus.  Amen. 

January 2023 

Blessed to be a Blessing 
 

As the Lord said to 

Abram “…I will bless 

you…so that you will 

be a blessing”  

(Genesis 12:2) 
     

 My Christmas 

season, and probably 

many of yours as well, 

was spent celebrating 

with family and friends.  Parties, cooking, shopping, decorating, 

listening to Christmas music, gifts, and worship services in a 

beautifully decorated sanctuary filled our days with Christmas joy! 

At times, though, people are so caught up in their own 

festivities that they forget about those whose Christmas may not 

be as festive or joyous.   For those who have lost loved ones, who 

are experiencing serious financial struggles, job loss, illness, etc. 

the season can be very difficult.  

Thank you to the many RCFN churches and individuals 

who looked beyond their own Christmas experience to consider 

how to make Christmas better for so many of our Baptist Center 

and Camp Alkulana families!  

Previous directors of the Oregon Hill Baptist Center, Bill 

and Evelyn Berry, in 1980 began the first annual Baptist Center 

Christmas Store. In subsequent years the Christmas store ministry 

expanded to be a yearly event at all the centers and involved 

churches and volunteers from across the Association in the 

donation of gifts and assistance on the days of the stores. In 2020 

the store format was changed, due to the COVID virus, to a child 

sponsorship model.  

Often we get focused on the number of families and 

children served at each center during our 2022 Christmas 

Sponsor a Child Events (which were many again this year), but for 

this article I would like to go beyond the statistics to share with you 

some of the stories belonging to the families you blessed. Please 

know that in the following passages, individuals names have been 

changed to provide them anonymity.   

 
(Continued on page 2) 

Working together until Metro Richmond is… 

TRANSFORMED 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

 Grandmothers who are raising grandchildren: 
  “Sarah’s” husband died this past September. They 
were raising 4 grandchildren ages 6-10 because the 
children’s mother is incarcerated, and their fathers are 
not involved in their lives. Because of the decrease in 
income after her husband’s death, “Sarah” and the 
children had to move out of their home and are now 
living with “Sarah’s” sister.  
  “Roxanne” lives in a mobile home community with 
her 2 granddaughters. She has been raising them for 
several years because mom and dad separated. Both 
were drug users and became homeless. The girls’ 
father has been in and out of jail since he was a 
teen due to crimes associated with his drug use. 
Their mother died in 2021 from a drug overdose. 
Their father is still homeless and sees the girls 
periodically at his 
mother’s home.  
 “Ella” walks with a 
walker and sometimes 
needs a wheelchair.  
She is currently caring 
for 4 grandchildren.  
She doesn’t drive and 
must pay a neighbor to 
take her and the 
children places.  
 “Katrina” has 
custody of 3 
grandchildren.  One 
child who is 6 years old 
is non-mobile and non-
verbal. 
 
Struggling to make 
ends meet: 
 “LaTonya” is a 
mother who works with the Post 
Office. Raising 2 children on her 
own, with unexpected 
circumstances and unusually 
high bills lately, it has been 
difficult for her to keep up.  
“Christmas is coming, and I have 
an eviction notice! What am I 
going to do?” she exclaimed has 
we spoke on the phone. Not only 
was she assisted to provide a 
nice Christmas for her children she was able to catch 
up on her rent before the holiday due to help from 
funds donated to the OHBC as well as the help of 
several other organizations.  
 “Jada” has 3 children. She worked hard at a local 
restaurant and was told she would soon be promoted 

to manager. She was asked to train a new employee 
and found out after completing the training  that they 
were given the promotion instead of her. In frustration 
she quit her job and she and her kids moved out of 
state to live with her grandmother. There she found 
another job at which she did well and worked hard. 
 Not long afterwards, her grandmother was forced 
to ask them to leave because the landlord said she 
had too many people in her apartment. “Jada” moved 
back to Richmond but had to live with her sister. 
Because of the depression she suffered due to all the 
stress, her children are now each living with their 
fathers or other family. “Jada” is currently working 
again. This time at a local convenience store. She is 

also taking 
advantage of the 
scholarship 
assistance they 
offer employees 
and enrolled in 
online classes. 
She is feeling 
much better and 
is hopeful she will 
have her children 
living with her 
again soon. 

Because of sponsors and their generous Christmas 
donations she was able to shower her children with 
wonderful gifts when they came to visit.  
 These are just a few of the stories belonging to 
the families that were touched by the generosity of 
our RCFN church members. Thank you to all who 
took the time, love, and expense to shop for the 
children you sponsored!  As “Jada” shared with me 

after seeing her children’s 
gifts “Thank you so much! I 
love all the items and so will 
they!” Another mother 
exclaimed, “Perfect! Just 
Perfect!” 
 
 As the Lord said to 
Abram and says to each of 
us “…I will bless you…so 
that you will be a 
blessing” (Genesis 12:2).  
 

Jennifer Turner, 
Community Missionary 

Oregon Hill Baptist Center 

Pictured from top: OHBC volunteers welcome families 

to the Christmas Store, Jennifer Turner and guest,   

Pine Street Church volunteer assisting to set up gifts 

donated by Bethany Place Baptist Church  
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  New Year, New Opportunities! 
 

 Happy New Year! Hoping your celebration of the 
Advent and Christmas seasons blessed you and that 
the New Year will bring you joy and new opportunities 
to follow Christ in ways that make an impact for God’s 
Kingdom. 

 

 As the River City Faith Network ends 2022, we 
give thanks for the work of Dr. Steve Allsbrook and the 
incredible work he accomplished in the interim. Among 
his efforts were the moving of the RCFN offices, 
celebrating 70 years of cooperative ministry among 
our churches and updating many of our governing 
documents. As we begin 2023, I’m excited to serve as 
your new Executive Director Mission Strategist and 
anticipating a new vision and energy for the work of 
the Network. In this coming year there will be 
opportunities to build connections among our 
churches, strengthen our cooperative mission work, 
and invest in the future of ministry leadership. 
Beginning in January, we will begin a concerted effort 
to connect with each of our River City churches 
through Community Conversations, Caring Connection 
events and Congregational Leadership Workshops.   
 

Community Conversations 
Each quarterly conversation will explore an area of 
associational ministry in need of development and are 

open to RCFN pastors and RCFN ministry leaders. 
 

January 19: Welcoming Wayne Faison 
Join us for lunch and meet the new BGAV Executive 
Director as he shares his hopes for the future of 
cooperative mission work in Virginia and beyond 
through Ascent. 
 

Congregational Leadership Workshops 
These workshops offer training and information for 
church ministry leaders, teams or committees. 
 

February:  Darkness to Light 
Training will provide education and prevention 
strategies regarding child sexual abuse. 
 

Caring Connections 
These events will connect you to community resources 
and professionals that will enhance your 
understanding of ministering in your church and 
community. 
 

March: Substance Use Disorder & Recovery 
 

You may register for these events by calling the RCFN 
Office at 804-329-1701 or registering online at 

www.richmondbaptist.org. 
 

May joy be yours in the New Year! 
- Maria Lynn 

http://www.richmondbaptist.org/events
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River City Faith Network 

Richmond Baptist Association 

2828 Emerywood Parkway 

Richmond, VA 23294 

Phone: 804-329-1701 

office@rbaonline.org 

www.richmondbaptist.org 
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RCFN Calendar Highlights 
www.RichmondBaptist.org for the latest updates 

February 2023 

2/13– Camper Registration Opens 

2/14–CAST Meeting 

March 2023 

3/14- CAST Meeting 

3/14-3/16– PREACH 2023 

3/28– RCFN Board Meeting 

Maria Lynn Installation Event will be in March 2023! 

PREACH invites pastors across the commonwealth to join us for    

a few days in the mountain in worship and reflection about the     

important work of proclaiming the gospel. www.preach2023.org 

 

https://www.preach2023.org/
http://www.preach2023.org
mailto:office@rbaonline.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Jan%2019%20Community%20Conversation

