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Noteworthy Dates 
 

World Day of Prayer 
November 7, 10 -11:30 am 

Hosted by WMU at 
First Baptist Church, Richmond 
 

RCFN Office Closed 
Thanksgiving Day 

 
RCFN Board Meeting 

November 29, 3:30 
RCFN Office, Room 265 

 
Christmas Store Drop Off  

South Richmond – 11/28-30 
Oregon Hill BC – 11/28-29 

Church Hill CWC – 11/30-12/1 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WEEK 

November 2022 

11/6–The Saint Paul’s Baptist 

11/13–Saint Paul’s-Creighton 

11/20– Prayer of Thanksgiving 

11/27–Shalom Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the RCFN Annual 

Meeting reports and photos 

www.richmondbaptist.org 

 

November 2022 

Maria Lynn to Serve as RCFN’s Executive Director 
 
River City Faith Network has called the Reverend Dr. Maria Lynn to serve as 

Executive Director Mission Strategist beginning November 1.  RCFN’s Board of 
Directors named David Bailey, Phyllis Baskerville, Joyce Clemmons, Bill Duganne, 
Louis Jones, Richard Martin, Mary Palmer, Bill 
Rusher, and Philip Turner to serve on the Executive 
Search Committee on September 28, 2021.  At the 
Board’s meeting on September 27, 2022 the search 
committee presented Maria Lynn as the person God 
has prepared to lead RCFN now.  Board members 
gave their unanimous endorsement to the search 
committee’s recommendation. 

RCFN’s governing documents require a vote by 
messengers of RCFN’s members to call an 
Executive Director.  Philip Turner, Executive Search 
Committee Chairperson, reported on the work of the 
search committee at the RCFN’s Annual Meeting on 
October 16.  He ended the search committee’s report with their recommendation 
that RCFN extend a call to Maria Lynn to serve as Executive Director Mission 
Strategist effective November 1.  Messengers voted unanimously to call Maria 
Lynn.   

When Turner introduced Lynn as RCFN’s next Executive Director, the 
messengers welcomed her with a standing ovation.  Messengers personally 
greeted Maria and her husband Randy, the other RCFN staff team members, and 
search committee members as they left the meeting.  RCFN expects to hold an 
installation service for Maria Lynn in early 2023. 

RCFN’s 2022 Annual Meeting included several other significant items of 
business.  Messengers approved revisions to RCFN’s Bylaws, elected leaders for 
2022-2023, and adopted the 2023 budget.   

Huguenot Road Baptist Church hosted the meeting.  The program featured 
inspiring music, including a solo arrangement of “Love Lifted Me” sung by Phillip 
Brown, Associate Pastor for Worship, Music, and College Ministries at Huguenot 
Road, accompanied by Dwight Graham on the piano. 

Retired missionary Jerry Jones shared an inspiring testimony.  Jones, who 
served Baptists as an international missionary and a Virginia Baptist missionary, 
has discovered a ministry while serving as a driver for a ride-sharing service.  He 
shared stories from his experiences.  Jones challenged messengers to consider 
opportunities to share God’s love, “the best tip you can give” riders and drivers. 

 At the conclusion of the Annual Meeting, Cecil Chambers, Personnel 
Committee Chairperson, 
recognized Interim Executive 
Director Steve Allsbrook.  
Allsbrook has served RCFN for 23 
months.  Chambers expressed 
appreciation and presented a gift 
to Allsbrook.  Messengers gave 
Allsbrook a standing ovation.  
Allsbrook led the pronounced a 
benediction, then Thompson 
adjourned the meeting. 

Working together until Metro Richmond is… 

TRANSFORMED 

Search Committee members and Lynn (also above) 
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The Next Act Begins 
 
 All who follow Jesus belong to the Body of Christ.  He 

is the head.  We are members of His Body, the Church.  
When we address other Christ followers as “Sister” or 
“Brother,” we acknowledge our bond in the family of Christ 
anywhere in the world. 

 I find the stories of our Christian family members 
fascinating, and God has let my path cross the paths of 
many of them.  One served as a missionary on another 
continent.  He learned about the people to whom God sent 
him and learned from the people to whom God sent him.  
This former missionary shared some of the lessons he 
learned.  One comes from a saying they taught him in their 
heart language.  Translated into my heart language, he 
learned, “No condition is permanent.” 

 I had thought I had retired on June 30, 2017.  When I 
was invited to serve as RCFN’s Interim Executive Director, 
I experienced God’s call to return to work, part-time.  I set a 
boundary of 24 months in the role.  (I wanted to show that I 
believed what I had taught about an interim role not turning 
into a long-term role.)  I served for 23 months from the end 
of 2020 through October this year. 

 When I arrived, I already knew many of the people who 
help lead River City Faith Network.  I learned more about 
them and their work during the months we have served 
together.  I have also learned from them.  They may have 
learned some things from me too. 

 Some of them learned my wife and I enjoy going to the 
theater.  When the first act ends an intermission begins at 
most of the performances we attend.  The people in the 
theater’s seats may stand and stretch.  I usually like to look 
at the theater itself while audience members talk.   

 Behind the curtain, stage hands ready the set, props, 
and lighting for the next act.  Actors prepare what will 
happen when the curtain rises.  The audience does not see 
what goes on.  Even if the audience does not hear or see 
the activity, all should be ready for the next act when the 
curtain rises. 

 I have served in the interim between the departure of 
RCFN’s previous Executive Director and the arrival of the 
next Executive Director.  Like intermission in the theater, 
RCFN’s staff, Board members, volunteer leaders, and I 
have worked to get ready for the next act.  That act begins 
when Maria Lynn arrives as Executive Director Mission 
Strategist on November 1. 

 The Christian song “My Tribute” asks, “How can I say 
thanks?”  I thank God for a committee comprised of Cecil 
Chambers, Robert Thompson, and Bob Thompson and for 
RCFN’s Board.  They let me serve here. 

 I thank Jo Ellen Schneider, RCFN’s Executive 
Assistant who arrived the same week I did.  She has 

worked with me as 
she serves Christ 
here.  I also thank 
Griendora McDowell, 
the bookkeeper who 
started a few weeks 
before we did.  She 
has also worked 
patiently with me.  

 I thank each of 
the RCFN staff team 
members beside 
whom I have served 
here.  We knew each 
other, but we had not 
worked together.  I 
arrived with some 
ideas of how we 
might work together, 
and they worked with me. 

 I thank the Board members and other volunteer leaders 
who gave their time and talents to RCFN as they did their 
jobs.  We got to work together on many projects. 

 Working part-time, I did not get to spend the time with 
RCFN church leaders that I would have liked.  That is the 
one part of the ministry I could not do. 

 You can read about much of RCFN’s work in the 
Annual Meeting reports available at richmondbaptist.org of 
from our office.  That work has helped to set the stage for 
the curtain to rise on RCFN’s next act.   

 Good or bad, “No condition is permanent.”  What I said 
when I retired in 2017 I repeat like the refrain of a song, “I 
will not miss the work, but I will miss the people.” 

 I will miss the people whose dedicated, faithful service 
makes the ministries of Camp Alkulana, Church Hill 
Christian Wellness Center, Oregon Hill Baptist Center, 
South Richmond Baptist Center, and all the other ministry 
of River City Faith Network happen.  Keep on supporting 
them with your prayers, your donations, and your talents. 

 Welcome Maria Lynn as the servant God sends to work 
with them and lead RCFN next.  Help her get off to a good 
start.  Maria brings the talents and experience RCFN needs 
at this time, but remember that she will also have much to 
learn.  Even if you know her, make sure she knows you.  
Give her an opportunity to visit your church.   

 William Carey, one of the first Baptist missionaries, 
said, “Expect great things from God; attempt great things 
for God.”  As the curtain rises on the next act in RCFN with 
Maria Lynn in the cast, may we truly expect God to do 
great things among us and devote ourselves and our 
resources to attempt great things for God. 

–Steve Allsbrook 

Left: Steve with Bob Lee; Center: Annual Meeting Guests; 

Right, Jerry Jones; Above: Steve at RCFN Dedication 
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Church Hill Christian Wellness Center  
Christmas Store                                                                            
Saturday, December 3 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
1920 Fairmount Avenue, Richmond 
 

Churches or individuals may select  families 
through November 15.  Churches that have 
assisted CHCWC in the past include River 
Road, Second, Lakeside, Hatcher, Carlisle 
Avenue, Mount Tabor, Bethlehem-Fairmont, 
Bethlehem-Penick Road, and Derbyshire 
Baptist Church.  
  

Items from the Wish Lists include coat,    
outfit (top and bottom), or pajamas, hat and 
gloves, a large toy and/or a small toy. 
 
Deliver to Bethlehem  Baptist Church by  
Wednesday, November 30 and Thursday, 
December 1 from 10:00am to 12 noon 
and 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
 
Call Rev. Glinda Ford, 804-399-8846 or  
804-234-3549 (office) for details or to      
arrange an earlier delivery date.  

The Oregon Hill Baptist Center  
Christmas Store 
Friday, December 2 
Oregon Hill Baptist Center 
400 S. Pine Street 
Richmond, VA 23220 
 
Jennifer Turner (804-648-1353) or e-mail 
jennifer.turner@rbaonline.org 
 
The following churches have worked with 
OHBC in the past: Jahnke Road, 
Lakeside, Pine Street, Skipwith, Gravel 
Hill, Second WMU, New Bethesda, New 

Community (BGAV), Community Mission, 
Deaf Mission, First Union Baptist, Gayton, 
Hatcher  Memorial, Korean Baptist of 
Richmond, Lighthouse International and 
Morning Star. 
 
Deliver individual bags with unwrapped 
gifts for each child with child’s name on 
their bag to the Oregon Hill Baptist Center 
on Monday, November 28th  OR     
Tuesday, November 29th by              
appointment. 
 

The South Richmond Baptist Center  
Christmas Store         
Thursday, December 1 
St. Paul’s Baptist Church-Belt Campus  
700 E. Belt Boulevard, Richmond 
 
Wesley R. Garrett  (804-386-8124) or 
wesley.garrett@rbaonline.org.  
 
Churches that have helped SRBC in the 
past are Weatherford Missions Group, 
First Baptist, Jahnke Road, Woodland 

Heights, Friendship Memorial, Huguenot 
Road, Stockton Memorial, Ginter Park, 
Grace, and  Bon Air.  
 
Deliver individual bags with unwrapped 
gifts for each child with the child’s name 
on their bag to the South Richmond Cen-
ter at the St Paul’s church gymnasium 
on Monday, November 28 through 
Wednesday November 30 from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m.  
 

Help make a child’s wish come true this Christmas!  

 We are excited about this year’s event and hope you are as well!  Please    

contact any Center Director and let them know how many children your church will 

sponsor.  Your church contact person will then receive a list of Children’s Names 

and Wish Lists to share with individuals.   

 

 Individuals can shop in stores and online for the child whose name you assign 

them.  If an individual is uncomfortable shopping or has limitations being able to 

fulfill the child’s full wish list, they can work with others such as another church 

member, friends or family members, class, other church group.  

Please review all information about delivery of items to each Center and contact the center director if you have any 

questions about items on a list or a possible substitution. They have met with the families and are your best reference 

if you need help.  

Thank you for making this generous outreach ministry possible to help our neighbors in need.  We are thank God for 

you and all you do to support of these ministries! 
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River City Faith Network 

Richmond Baptist Association 

2828 Emerywood Parkway 

Richmond, VA 23294 

Phone: 804-329-1701 

office@rbaonline.org 

www.richmondbaptist.org 
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Oregon Hill Baptist Center 

Needs your help! 

 

Please consider donating for 

this winter season with any 

men’s clothes that you may 

have. 

 

Jackets, sweatshirts, pants 

and layering items are all 

welcome. Will also consider 

gently worn shoes and 

boots.  

 

Please contact Jennifer 

Turner for more information 

and to arrange a drop off 

time.  

804-648-1353 

http://www.richmondbaptist.org/

