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NOTEWORTHY DATES 
 

Executive Search Committee 
April 7    
2 p.m. at RCFN Office 
 

CAST Meeting 
April 12  
6:30 p.m. Virtual Meeting 
 

Easter Holiday– Office Closed 
April 18 
 

SRBC Support Team Meeting 
April 30 
3:30 p.m. at SRBC Satellite 
 

Camp Alkulana Silent Auction 
April 30 at River Road Church 
5 p.m. (See Page 4 for details) 
 
RCFN Open House 
May 1  (See details below) 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WEEK 
 

4/3  Central VA Raceway Ministry 
4/10 Derbyshire Baptist 
4/17 Dover Baptist Association 
4/24 First Baptist  

April 2022 

 
Dream On 

 
 
Each January and July the cities across the nation are required to perform 

a “Point in Time” (PIT) count to help track the number of homeless individuals 
in their area.  Homeward (www.homewardva.org) is the organization that 
conducts this count for Richmond.  According to Homeward, the January 2022 
PIT count recorded 739 people experiencing homelessness within the 
Richmond region.  This includes only the homeless individuals they could 
locate who participated in the count.  The actual number is most likely higher.  

      The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has a 
widely accepted definition 
of homelessness.  HUD 
says a homeless person or 
family “lacks a fixed, 
regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence, such 
as those living in 
emergency shelters, 
transitional housing, or 
places not meant for 
habitation.”  This includes 
people staying in 
emergency shelters, 
transitional housing, sexual 
and domestic violence 
shelters, and people 
staying in hotels paid for by 
government or nonprofit 
agencies.  It also includes 

individuals staying outdoors or in a place not meant for human habitation, 
such as a car, a tent in the woods, or on the streets 

What else characterizes the homeless individuals and families in our 
area?  The January 2022 PIT count showed the following: 

41.0% reported their age as 55 or older 
61.8% reported their race as African American/Black/African 
28.7% reported their race as White 
9.5%   reported their race as multi-racial or another race 
The PIT count of 739 in January increased by 6% from the July 2021 PIT 

count of 699.  Of the 699, 425 were one-person adult “households” and 274 
lived in “family” units of two or more persons (e.g., two or more persons 
related by birth, marriage, or adoption). 

What factors contribute to homelessness?  In the July 2021 PIT, more 
than one in four had experienced a breakdown of their family or a relationship.  
The cost of housing (11%) and eviction (9%) added up to one in five.  
Unemployment accounted for 13%. 

(continued on page 3) 

Working together until Metro Richmond is… 

TRANSFORMED 

Homeless Ministry at Oregon Hill Baptist Center 
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FBC WMU Tours RCFN Offices 
 
WMU members from First Baptist Church 
toured the new RCFN offices, met Jo Ellen 
Schneider and Steve Allsbrook, and learned 
more about RCFN and its ministries.  They 
and other RCFN WMU members pray for, 
give to, and volunteer with RCFN and its 
ministries.  WMU, we thank God for you! 
 
RCFN will hold an Open House and  
Dedication Service on May 1 (see Page 1).  
We hope you can join us then and invite you 
to visit us with your own group too. 
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Dream On (continued from Page 1) 
 
 Taken together, housing issues and unemployment 
make up about one third of the people who participate in 
the survey.  Nearly one in ten had some mental health 
problem that contributed to their homeless experience.   
 Are there other reasons our neighbors experience 
homelessness?  Yes.  Those reasons include fleeing from 
domestic violence, drug/alcohol abuse, and legal 
problems.   
 What stands out to you?  The reason one in four 
homeless individuals gave stood out to me.  A fourth of 
the persons experiencing homelessness reported the lack 
of significant and supportive human relationships!  
 At the Oregon Hill Baptist Center, our volunteers and I 
work closely with dozens of homeless individuals.  We 
hear stories of broken 
relationships and 
“bridges burned” with 
families and friends.  We 
pray with men and 
women who feel 
unworthy of respect or 
love and who lack 
confidence due to their 
homelessness, 
joblessness, past 
failures, mental illness, 
substance abuse, or 
other circumstance.   
 We tell them God 
loves them and try to show that we love them too.  We 
share that everyone has ultimate worth simply being a 
creation and child of God.  They hear us say our Creator 
wants a deep, meaningful relationship with us!  That is the 
Good News given to the Body of Christ along with 
instructions to share it by word and deed, isn’t it?  
Through its churches, centers, and camp, RCFN has a 
solid history of this for over 70 years! 
 About 20 years ago the Oregon Hill neighborhood 
began to transition as family households moved.  The 
ministries of Oregon Hill Baptist Center and its host, Pine 
Street Baptist Church, began to change to reach the 
growing homeless population in the area.  
 The first connection to our homeless neighbors came 
through the OHBC food pantry.  Homeless individuals 
came requesting food.  As more and more of them came, 
we realized we did not have enough food nor the right 
kinds of food in our pantry to meet their needs.  We set up 
a room where people could sit inside out of the weather 
during our food distribution hours.  They might have a cup 
of coffee and a light snack or read the newspaper. The 
word spread among the homeless community.  Their 
numbers grew, and so did the snack table!  Before COVID 
changed things in 2020, our RCFN church partners 
helped us serve 80-90 homeless and food insecure 
people a hot dine-in breakfast!  The pandemic challenged 
all of us, but the number of people we serve has started 
moving back to pre-pandemic numbers.  
 As we worked with our homeless neighbors, we 
learned about other needs we might help meet.  Today 
our ministry offers a clothing closet, personal lockers, a 
mailing address, help with laundry, weekly snack bags, 
plastic sleeping mats, and more!  We also support these 

neighbors as they seek documents like birth certificates 
and identification cards.  Sometimes we help them with 
medication needs.  Part of our ministry involves sharing 
information such as making referrals to other 
organizations around the city that assist homeless 
individuals.  
 Look at all that has changed at the Oregon Hill Baptist 
Center!  What else does the future hold?  Someone else 
said, “If you want to know what people want, ask them; if 
you do not want to ask them, observe them.”  Get to know 
them.  Observe them.  Ask God to show you what you 
might do as you wonder about, imagine, and dream of 
new and innovative ways to build relationships, build 
confidence, and share God’s love!!  
 

CAN YOU HELP DREAMS BECOME REALITY? 
 
 We are dreaming of a 
new Hair Cutting Ministry!  
We want to find volunteers 
and businesses with those 
skills (or people who can help 
us find people with those 
skills), people God might lead 
to help begin and continue 
this ministry.   
 If you feel better when 
you get a haircut, imagine the 
confidence a new haircut or 
shave might give a person as 
they prepare for a job 

interview or apply for housing.  Do you have the skills of a 
stylist/barber?  Do you know someone who has those 
skills?  What about a school that teaches stylists or a 
business that might allow its staff to volunteer their skills in 
this ministry?   
 Maybe you do not trust yourself to cut hair.  Would 
you help sweep up, schedule appointments, greet those 
who come for a haircut, or visit and pray with our 
neighbors as they wait?  Perhaps you could give a gift or 
invite others to give so we can buy ministry supplies like 
shampoo, scissors, clippers, or even a barber chair. 
 I would love to talk with you about this dream for a 
new ministry to our homeless neighbors.  Maybe you have 
a ministry idea or dream to share with me.  I imagine we 
might find ways to work together.  Contact me and… 
DREAM ON! 
 

—Jennifer Turner, Community Missionary 

Oregon Hill Baptist Center  
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River City Faith Network 

Richmond Baptist Association 

2828 Emerywood Parkway 

Richmond, VA 23294 

Phone: 804-329-1701 

office@rbaonline.org 

www.richmondbaptist.org 
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Camp Alkulana Corner...... 

CAMP ALKULANA 

WORK DAYS 

May 21 and June 4 

For more information email Beth! 


