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Executive Director

Having been birthed by Woman’s Missionary Union in
1915, Camp Alkulana is in its 101* season of continuous
operation! What a marvelous accomplishment! We have
been so blessed by the Spirit of God!

Do you sometimes wonder if your contributions and, for
many of you, your labor as volunteers, is bearing fruit and
yielding dividends for the Kingdom of God? It’s natural to
ask such questions and they are questions that should be
asked so that we remain the very best possible stewards of
resources as well as to insure that we do our most excellent
work to honor God and to save lives and souls.

In the most recent July edition of “Alkulana News” our
Camp Director, Mrs. Beth Wright, wrote an article entitled
“The Story of Struggle.” In case you did not see the article
or have not read it, I want to draw your attention to its con-
tent. I have included the article below with Beth’s permis-
sion because it is worthy of your attention and makes clear
the answer to the questions I posed in the earlier paragraph!
(If you would like to subscribe to the Alkulana News e-
newsletter, please email alkulananews@gmail.com.)

THE STORY OF STRUGGLE

“Ms. Beth, can I show you my favorite Bible verse?” a
camper asked me after our Sunday service at camp last
week. He read to me: “For I am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” It is a powerful verse remind-
ing us of an ever-present loving God.

“Is this a new favorite verse, or one you have liked for a
long time?”

I learned from his response that his week at camp was the
first time he had picked up a Bible and read it. It was the
first time he had really heard these words that promise a God
that would always be with him.

The verses he shared came straight out of our camp Bible
study curriculum. Sometimes when we read the Biblical sto-
ries written about other people in another time they can seem
far away. Yet that message seemed to hit so close to home
last week. Many campers in our older boys session have
been coming to Camp Alkulana for years. Now fourteen
years old, we’ve been seeing them every summer since they
were nine.

And yet, even as we’ve built relationships with them we
can’t quite seem to get things to run as smoothly as we
would hope. There’s this loop many of them are caught in:
They know how they are expected to behave at camp, and
can even recite the camp rules. They have a desire to behave,
and yet they fail themselves and their community over and

N o t e@vsr by making negative choices. Even when offered correc-

tion and second chances, they just don’t seem to quite get it.
That perceived failure frustrates them and leads to more neg-
ative choices. Sound familiar? It’s the story of God’s people.
It’s our story.

While I see it in the struggle of our campers to live in our
camp community, God sees it in each of our journeys as we
struggle together in our world. It’s there, too, in the stories
our campers bring with them to camp. One camper shared a
piece of his story in a poem:

“I am from a place where people really don’t
want to say they’re from that place...

I am from hiding pain with smiles to act like
it’s nothing. ..

I am from the struggle where I try every day to smile
through the rough times...

I am from not sleeping good at night because
I got to hear gun shots...

[ am from where people my age don’t make
it past 16...

But, I can tell you one thing I can still be suc-
cessful in life.”

And this is why we continue to offer this Alkulana ex-
perience every summer. Because we are all in need of grace.
We are all in need of correction and a reminder of the way
we are called to live. We all need to be reminded of the lov-
ing God from whom we cannot be separated even in the
midst of the hardest of struggles or the ugliest of situations.
We are all in need of the hope that is offered here and to
people everywhere.

I continue to be convinced that the work that we do and
the work that we are called to by God is essential! In this
issue of the “Transformed!” you will find several opportuni-
ties to invest in the work that God is doing at Camp Alku-
lana.

On Saturday, September 12", a dinner and silent action
will be held to help fund the 2015 camping season currently
under way! On Friday, October 2™ the 11™ Annual Camp
Alkulana Golf Tournament will take place! Details of both
of these significant events are found among the pages of this
“Transformed!”

I hope and pray that you will seize these opportunities to
support the work of the camp and its life-changing impact
upon the lives of Richmond area young people. We are
making a very important difference in the lives of so many!

Rejoicingly,

Mike


mailto:alkulananews@gmail.com
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River City Faith Network of the Richmond Balpt

2015 MIss/IONS | NVOLVEMENT EXTRAVAGANZA !

All churches are invited to send representatives from their missions organizations to the
5th Annual Extravaganza on:

@)
: Saturday, July 25, 2015 .9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
= at the RBA Building, 3111 Moss Side Avenue, 23222

This is a great opportunity to learn about missions involvement in the River City Faith Network
of the Richmond Baptist Association. The WMU Missions Involvement Program provides support to
the three inner - city Baptist Centers (Oregon Hill, Church Hill and South Richmond), Camp Alkulana,
the campus ministries at VCU and UR, and the after - school and summer children's programs of the
African Christian Community Church. You will be able to meet staff, learn about programs, and dis-
cover ways you and your church can be involved with these inner - city social ministries.

The WMU Missions Involvement Extravaganza is sponsored by the RCFN and the RBA WMU.
The Missions Involvement Assignments for 2015 - 2016 will be distributed to churches during the
event.

Questions? Contact
Missions Involvement Co  -Coordinators:
Barbara Swann at 804 -272 -5150 or Wyatt Heisler at 804 -741 -9320




BETHLEHEM (PENICK) will have Vickie
Bruce and the Gospel Chicken House Friends
singing in concert on July 19th at 4:00 pm. Every-

one is welcome and a Love Offering will be taken
BON AIR will have their annual Family Movie
Night at their Buford Road Campus on Wednes-
day, July 22, 6:00 in8: 00 pm
raxao, popcor n an@AREISLE AV- 3
ENUE will have their Vacation Bible School, Au-
gust 9-13, 6:00f 8:30 pm. DERBYSHIRE will
have o0Journey Off t hei M
8:30 amfi 12:00 pm. The church will also host the
19th Annual 0Good OI 6
melon Cutting, Sunday, August 9, 6:00 pm.
FIRST has named their Dining Hall, now Flamming
Hal | , in honor of Dr . J
of ministry. GAYTON will give Pastor Phil Faig a
Loving Send- Off following their 10:30 am worship
service on Sunday, July 26. GRACE will have
their annual Moravian LoveFeast on Sunday, Au-
gust 16 at 11:00 am. LIGHT COMMUNITY  will
have the oUltimate Adve
VBS on August 3-6, 6:00 A 9 pm. The church will
al so have their first
Event! 6 on Satur dafy3:00 pnu
featuring vendors and lots of field games, prizes
and fun for the whole family. MOUNT TABOR
will have an Open Air Revival on Sunday, August
30 at 6:15 pm. WESTOVER will host a National
Night Out cookout for their community on Tues-
day, August 4 with fun for the whole family.

BON AIR @ THE VILLAGE  announced Sara
Hubble will serve as their Student Pastor. CAR-
LISLE AVENUE celebrated the 10 year anniver-
sary of their pastor, Rev. Howard Germany, with

a surprise reception. FIRST has hired Chris
Beach as their new Executive Director. GRACE
welcomes Ann Wooldridge as their new Ministries
Assistant.
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Camp Alkulana

The Camp recently created a Wish List
on amazon.com Here's the link:
http://amzn.com/w/1L.96ZFZBBEQ0SZ
Thank you to those who have already
ordered items!!

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

dddaddadadadadaddddddadaddadadaadaaadaadaadaaaaaaaaada:

ThHefe isoang &ill thm® to order merchandise
|fronI\ he b Anniversary of Camp Alkulana!
Everything below is still available but in limited
quantities. Make sure to buy your copy of the
A B8k belidte> mvent%rk} BuHsSolt. 1costs $30
and can be purchased by calling the River City
© Faith ?\Il—rtwor'g bt thd BichnfbRdBapt¥Paksddia:
tion or online at this link:

https://squareup. com/market/AIkuIanalOO
ames FI ammi naogos vear

ALKULANA 100

MERCHANDISE

Come Along, Join Our Song:
Camp Alkulana’s First One Hundred Years
A book on our camp’s history: $30

Alkulana 100 Shirts

Short-sleeve t-shirt: $10
Long-sleeve t-shirt: $15
Hooded sweatshirt: $20

Bumper Stickers: $1 each
Photo notecards with envelopes

Assorted 6 pack: $5 each

Proceeds from merchandise sales will benefit Camp Alkulana.
Purchases can be made with check, cash, or credit card. Quantities are limited.

c


http://amazon.com
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA RACEWAY MINISTRIES

Sponsored by Dover, Middle District & Ri

Ministry Service Opportuni
During NASCAR RaBepWemhehdl1201

Ri chmond I nternational Raceway (R
8 0 OASBEABURNUAWENUE

VOLUNTEERS AREt EBDEDst er beside RIR guest services b
enjoy Christian music and arts, discover the message of

VOLUNTEEBERS® aswWwedkta® 3 or 4 hour shift as they serve i
at RIhceiMONMTERNATI GRALIEWAY RI1 ROMP ICE X As ambassadors of goodwi I
di stributing ficups of cold water, o0 cookies, and Chr i strifraon
ing arts (clowns, magi ci ans, mimes, jugglers, balloon ar
ers, or |l ogistics and support persons.

VOLUNTEERS are also needed to become residents or ma i

one of thwitRW ¢a@amping race fans during the race weekend.
resentatives |iving and ministering at these sites among
the raceway conspHEKI.NG ICRWMRSMo i shave a camper or motor home
weekend either for your own occupancy or for someone ¢
(abcdwar d @ounol.ododm Conide® mbee @v.e)ri zon. net

rrr r rrr°rorrrrTrCrTrCrTrLrTrroroT
VOLUNTEER ORI ENTATI ON & SHIFT SI GN

All volunteers or anyone interesAREH REQUietaE&titregnidrearheet d lad
Session on Tuesday evening,atSephtee nRd ecrh mo nadt B7a:pdtQd sp. Mhssoc i
enue, Richmond. Agenda items for this meeting include briefing by race track guest services official, volunteer responsibilities
finalization of the plans for the weekend activities, tamed
which are: S

Sept e mbeThursddy: SBF Main Hospitality Site &
SHI FT$4 pm, pim,

Sept embeFridag. 1 Hospi tality Ministry for the
SHI FTs 8: 3102 :a3n® p md, : 0102 : pOR@,: 330: 3pOh,0 @m 7

Sept e mb-Saturdag: FAMI LY FUN CARNIpMALalaintdy for the NASCAR
SHI FTSs 8: 3102 :a3n® p g, : 0102 : pOARY,: 330: 3p0h,0 @mm 7

Sept embeSaturtldy: TAKEWN Main Ministry Site
/‘:\:\4 SHIE8 pm until done
& rrr r rrr°rrrrrrrrCrTrCrTrrrT
WANTED! ! THOUSANDS OF COOKI ES! !
We are asking that church mission groups, Sund a“hontemdde @lo od
ies and bag these in smal |l -3clIneeadri uzm ps ilzoecdk cpoloaksiteisc ebaacghs. wi

______ Baptist Church may be put on the outside of the b3g
way MiniCoobkies. may be brought to the RBApOE Mmblde ,f8 3olm 18-:ABoE
p. m. -B®VO) or the Dover Baptist Assoc. Officel980a)006 Lake
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FORMORHE NFORMATOROMREP ORNHEN OUNANT OVOLUNTEER

CONTACTHERL MARD ONVNUNTEE®RORDI NATORRDEBBICARRTERHEPL ACOMORDI NATOR
(H) -B260216 1oR( C) -B10®0 9 4 (H) -830%9 114

EMAl:adeward@junO.COm Email: DebbieCarter 88@aol
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Teachers and educational leadership in local congre-
gations are encouraged to reserve the date  for the
annual Teachersbo T oro Satumay morning
September 26 . Guest presenter will be Dr. Adam L.
Bond, Assistant Professor of Historical Studies at
School of Theology at VUU.

Nominations are now being accepted for the 11th
Annual Excellence in Ministry Banquet on Friday,
October 23, 2015 at 7pm in the new Perkins Living

and Learning Center on the campus of Virginia Union
University. (NOTE: the earlier date and exciting
new venue near The Resource Center)

Honor one of your congregat
See detailed information online at
www.resourcingchurches.com or request by phone.
Early bird discount until Sept.23, nominations with
biography due Sept. 28.

Visit: Tuesday -Friday, noon i 6pm; on 4 ™ Floor of
Kingsley Hall, The Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of
Theology, on the campus of Virginia Union University

(just beyond Wilder Library)

For current resource needs, contact staff:
Phone: 804 -358 -306
Email: info@resourcingchurches.com
Mailing address: 1500 North Lombardy St
Richmond, VA 23220

AUGUST CALENDAR

Are you looking for a good book to read this sum-

mer? Her eds one: 0The Wor st Fi

in the Bible, 6 and How You
Chuck Bentl ey, C r Yowcaad sderGhis O .
book at Cr o wnhitg//shop.crowreorg and
receive a 5% discount by using my promo code,
rrowekamp.

Here are just a few of the chapters in this book
that will be a real blessing to you:

Seeking the Best the World Has to Offer
Storing Up Treasures on Earth

Fearful Stewardship

Protecting Job Security

Randy Rowekamp
For a 5% discount on most Crown orders, please
use my promo code: rrowekamp

=" CROWN

g

AUGUST 4 @ 9:00 AM

RACEWAY MINISTRIES CORE TEAM MEETING ,RCFN
X X X X X

AUGUST 6

DEADLINE TO SuBMIT MATERIAL FOR TRANSFORMED!
X X X X X

AUGUST 6 @ 7:05 PMm

FAITH NIGHT AT THE DIAMOND
X X X X X X X X X X

AUGUST 7

YOUNGER GIRLS RETURN FROM CAMP ALKULANA
X X X X XX X X X X

AUGUST 10@ 9 AM -4 PM

DELIVER SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO OREGON HILL
X X X X X

onds de dAl‘UguaSI %1d@g eA'rV'Q/ RM S .
DELIVER SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO OREGON HiILL CENTER
X X X X X

AuGUST 11 @ 1:00 PMm
PLANTING RVA M EETING

REMNANT CHURCH, 12 N. 19 TH ST.
X X X X X

AUGUST 11 @ 6 - 7:45 PM
OREGON HiLL BAPTIST CENTER

0 8HOOL SUPPLY STOREO
X X X X X

AUGUST 18 @ 1:00 PM

MINISTRY PLACEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, RCFN
X X X X X

AUGUST 18 @ 7:00 PM

RCFN BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING , RCFN
X X X X X

nan AUGUST 19r 20(@ 9 AM-12 PM & 1-3 PM
a DELIVER, SGHOOE SUPRLIES 7, CHURCH HILL CENTER

X X X X X
AUGUST 22 @ 10 AMNA 3 PM
CHURCH HiLL CHRISTIAN WELLNESS CENTER

0 Bck TO ScHooL CELEBRATION 6
X X X X X

AUGUST 24-26 @ 10 AM Ol PMm

DELIVER SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO SOUTH RICHMOND OCNTR
X X X X X

AUGUST 25 @6:00 PMm
SoUuTH RICHMOND BAPTIST CENTER SUPPORT TEAM

MEETING , S oUTH RICHMOND CENTER
X X X X X

AUGUST 28@ 1 A 3 PM
SouUTH RICHMOND BAPTIST CENTER

0 Bck ToO ScHooL CELEBRATION 0
X X X X X
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL i

~

NONPROFI T O
u. S.

PAI D
RI CHMOND,
Permit No.

DO NOT DELAY

POST

RG

VA

¢teAAgaGeéaa W@Eb f A & KS RvAYEWNE K
bSO g2 NIMKEKY2YR . FLIGAAG | PRAY FOR CHL-JRCHES SEEKING A PASTOR
omMmmMM az2adaid {ARS ! @SydzSs wAa Bethlehem (Penick) Bon Air
y /+O H-pT 1M P Chamberlayne Disciples of Christ
Cont &Aaty Sowder via email q Gayton Stockton Memorial
dresses |listed above:
LTo submit d&musarthelrecei vd FAITH NIGHT
each mont h.
LTo be added tfo oomr tdheel entaed i AT THE DIAMOND
LTo submit a changne aoft iankd
that the Network wildl not i AUGUST 6, 2015
|l i verable newsletters. GATES OPEN @ 5:30 PM
al 1Ay3 | 58t AGSNE (2 GAME TIME @ 7:05 PM
tfSras Orft o0SF2NB &2dz PREGAME MUSIC BY :
azyszys gAtt o6S 0 UKS
RlIe ¢KSYy SOUSNEB2YS Yleée 0
Ira a2 OFftf I KSI R® ¢CKS
nYon LYY az2yRlI& (GKNRdZAK ¢
TI CKET PRI CES PLAYER
Pray for the TESTIMONIES:
GROUPS OF 20 O 70 "
Church of the Week ‘ s
GENERAL ADMI SSI|#&#:
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